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Primary Purpose of Weed Watchers

Early 
Detection

Rapid 
Response



plant categories
NATIVE generally beneficial

INTRODUCED usually not harmful

NOXIOUS always potentially destructive

Weed Watchers is concerned primarily regulated 
weeds (because they arenõt yet wide spread)

Regulated 
Å Eradication or control is required

Å Includes all Class A and many Class B weeds

Non-regulated
Å Control recommended (but not required)

ÅMostly Class C and some Class B weeds

http://www.flogaus-faust.de/bor1ceae.htm


Checklist (handbook page 2)

What you should have for a lake survey

ÅWeed rake

ÅClipboard (pencil, sharpie marker)

ÅMarker buoy

ÅPlant ID aids:

ÅAn Aquatic Plant Identification Manual (published by WA Dept. of 

Ecology)

ÅLaminated submerged and floating weed flow-charts

Åquick ID manual

Åsurvey forms on Rite-in-the-Rain paper

Å\Lake maps/photos

Å(optional) Ziplock bags for collecting plant samples



Aquatic invasive species

Plant seeds and fragments

Didymo (ñrock snotò)

Chytrid fungus

Whirling disease

New Zealand 

mud snails

Quagga and zebra 

mussels
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New Zealand mud snails

Å Female clones quickly reproduce

Å Up to 500,000 snails/m2

Å Outcompete native mollusks & insects

Å Linked to declining trout populations in 

western US

Å LIKELY TO SPREAD

Confirmed at the mouth of 

Thornton Creek In north Lake 

Washington in 2013, now also 

in Kelsey Cr. Bellevue



Aquatic invasive species 

vectors
motors

boats

trailers

Boots & 

clothing



Lake Weed Watchers: 

Field Surveys


